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Hymn      “God of the Prophets, Bless the Prophets' Sons” 682

Text and tune: Public domain

Confession and Absolution

P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit.
C Amen.



P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess 
our sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our 
Lord Jesus Christ to grant us forgiveness.

P Our help is in the name of the Lord,
C who made heaven and earth.
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord,
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin.

Silence for reflection on God’s Word and for self-examination.

P O almighty God, merciful Father,
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and 

iniquities with which I have ever offended You and justly 
deserved Your temporal and eternal punishment. But I am 
heartily sorry for them and sincerely repent of them, and I pray
You of Your boundless mercy and for the sake of the holy, 
innocent, bitter sufferings and death of Your beloved Son, Jesus
Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a poor, sinful being.

P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 
ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of
you, and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I
forgive you all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son
and of the Holy Spirit.

C Amen.

Introit        Psalm 89:1, 5, 15–16; antiphon: 1 Timothy 6:12a, b
P Fight the good fight of the faith.
C Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called.
P I will sing of the steadfast love of the Lord, forever;
C with my mouth I will make known your faithfulness to all 

generations.
P Let the heavens praise your wonders, O Lord,
C your faithfulness in the assembly of the holy ones!
P Blessèd are the people who know the festal shout,
C who walk, O Lord, in the light of your face,
P who exult in your name all the day
C and in your righteousness are exalted.

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Spirit;
as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.

P Fight the good fight of the faith.
C Take hold of the eternal life to which you were called. 
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Kyrie, Gloria in Excelsis     187-189
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Salutation and Collect of the Day

P The Lord be with you.

P Let us pray.  Lord Jesus Christ, You have always given to Your 
Church on earth faithful shepherds such as Timothy to guide and 
feed Your flock. Make all pastors diligent to preach Your holy 
Word and administer Your means of grace, and grant Your people 
wisdom to follow in the way that leads to life eternal; for You live 
and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
forever. 

First Reading           Acts 16:1-5  ESV
1 Paul came also to Derbe and to Lystra. A disciple was there, named 
Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father 
was a Greek. 2 He was well spoken of by the brothers at Lystra and 
Iconium. 3 Paul wanted Timothy to accompany him, and he took him 
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and circumcised him because of the Jews who were in those places, for 
they all knew that his father was a Greek. 4 As they went on their way 
through the cities, they delivered to them for observance the decisions 
that had been reached by the apostles and elders who were in 
Jerusalem. 5 So the churches were strengthened in the faith, and they 
increased in numbers daily. 
P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.

Gradual          Ezekiel 34:11, 12b; Jeremiah 23:4a, b
P Behold, I will search for my sheep and will seek them out; 
C I will rescue them from all places where they have been 

scattered.
P I will set shepherds over them who will care for them,
C and they shall fear no more, nor be dismayed.

Epistle          1 Timothy 6:11–16  ESV
11 But as for you, O man of God, flee these things. Pursue 
righteousness, godliness, faith, love, steadfastness, gentleness. 12 Fight 
the good fight of the faith. Take hold of the eternal life to which you 
were called and about which you made the good confession in the 
presence of many witnesses. 13 I charge you in the presence of God, 
who gives life to all things, and of Christ Jesus, who in his testimony 
before Pontius Pilate made the good confession, 14 to keep the 
commandment unstained and free from reproach until the appearing of 
our Lord Jesus Christ, 15 which he will display at the proper time—he 
who is the blessed and only Sovereign, the King of kings and Lord of 
lords, 16 who alone has immortality, who dwells in unapproachable 
light, whom no one has ever seen or can see. To him be honor and 
eternal dominion. Amen. 
P This is the Word of the Lord.       C  Thanks be to God.

Holy Gospel     St. Matthew 24:42–47  ESV
P The Holy Gospel according to St. Matthew, the twenty-fourth 

chapter.
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42 [Jesus said:] “Therefore, stay awake, for you do not know on what 
day your Lord is coming. 43 But know this, that if the master of the 
house had known in what part of the night the thief was coming, he 
would have stayed awake and would not have let his house be broken 
into. 44 Therefore you also must be ready, for the Son of Man is coming 
at an hour you do not expect. 
45 “Who then is the faithful and wise servant, whom his master has set 
over his household, to give them their food at the proper time? 
46 Blessed is that servant whom his master will find so doing when he 
comes. 47 Truly, I say to you, he will set him over all his possessions.”
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

Apostles’ Creed                 159
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, maker of heaven and

     earth.
And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, who was conceived 

by the Holy Spirit, born of the virgin Mary, suffered under 
Pontius Pilate, was crucified, died, and was buried. He 
descended into hell. The third day He rose again from the 
dead. He ascended into heaven and sits at the right hand of 
God the Father Almighty. From thence He will come to judge
the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy Christian church, the 
communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the 
resurrection of the body, and the T life everlasting. Amen.
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Hymn       “Chief of Sinners Though I Be”            611

Tune and text: Public domain

Catechism Lesson:  The Office of the Keys

P What is the Office of the Keys?
C The Office of the Keys is that special authority which Christ has

given to His church on earth to forgive the sins of repentant 
sinners, but to withhold forgiveness from the unrepentant as 
long as they do not repent.

P Where is this written?
C This is what St. John the Evangelist writes in chapter twenty: 

The Lord Jesus breathed on His disciples and said, “Receive the
Holy Spirit. If you forgive anyone his sins, they are forgiven; if 
you do not forgive them, they are not forgiven.”
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P What do you believe according to these words?
C I believe that when the called ministers of Christ deal with us 

by His divine command, in particular when they exclude openly
unrepentant sinners from the Christian congregation and 
absolve those who repent of their sins and want to do better, 
this is just as valid and certain, even in heaven, as if Christ our 
dear Lord dealt with us Himself. 

Sermon        

Prayer of the Church
Everett Rettig, Martin Chergosky (Carolyn Kolander’s father), Lorna Nielsen,
Kathy Miller (Neil Miller’s, Susan Flurer’s and Patti Einertson’s sister-in-
law), Delbert Milbrath (Steve Milbrath’s uncle), Jane Henning, David 
Rehnelt (Gen Rehnelt’s son), Nouan Phaly (Linda Phaly’s father), Travus 
Mekosch, Kim Nesmoe.  We remember in our prayers the family Terrance 
Balling Sr. (father of Terry Balling Jr.), who recently passed away.

Petitions conclude:
P . . . Lord, in Your mercy, C  hear our prayer.
Final petition:
P All these things and whatever else You know that we need, grant 

us, Father, for the sake of Him who died and rose again and now 
lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God forever.

C Amen.
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Hymn         “By All Your Saints in Warfare”         517 vv, 1, 11, 3

Text (st. 11) and tune: © 1993 Harlyn J. Kuschel. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975
Text (sts. 1, 3) and tune: Public domain
Tune: © 2006 Gregory J. Wismar. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975

The Lord’s Prayer
C Our Father who art in heaven,

hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
     as it is in heaven;
give us this day our daily bread;
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and forgive us our trespasses
     as we forgive those who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
     and the power and the glory
     forever and ever. Amen.

Collect
P Almighty God, grant to Your Church Your Holy Spirit and the 

wisdom that comes down from above, that Your Word may not be 
bound but have free course and be preached to the joy and edifying 
of Christ’s holy people, that in steadfast faith we may serve You 
and, in the confession of Your name, abide unto the end; through 
Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Salutation and Benedicamus 201

P The Lord be with you.

P Bless we the Lord.

P The Lord bless you and keep you. 
The Lord make His face shine upon you and be gracious unto you. 
The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T give you peace.  
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Hymn    “Preserve Your Word, O Savior”               658

Tune: Public domain
Text: © 1941 Concordia Publishing House. Used by permission: LSB Hymn License no. 110002975

Postlude
    

Organist:   Sue Schulz
Acolytes:   Samantha Henning and Isabelle Henning
Pastor:   John Schuetz     cell: 507-840-0193     Office:   507-847-3693

Divine Service, Setting Three from Lutheran Service Book
Unless otherwise indicated, Scripture quotations are from the ESV® Bible (The Holy Bible, English Standard Version®), copyright © 

2001 by Crossway, a publishing ministry of Good News Publishers. Used by permission. All rights reserved.
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